Observations on the use of long-acting depot neuroleptic injections in the maintenance therapy of schizophrenia.
The advantages of both long-acting injections and oral administration of neuroleptic agents in treating schizophrenia are discussed. Problems related to patient noncompliance and other factors relevant in evaluating long-term maintenance therapy are considered, as well as variables that influence the duration of maintenance therapy. The results of discontinuation, whether initiated by patient or physician, are discussed, along with the limitations of long-term medication therapy (e.g., depression, dyskinesia, extrapyramidal symptoms). General guidelines are provided for evaluating dose requirements in maintenance therapy.